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NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 a.m. at the
Park Avenue Seventh Regiment Armory. In his
remarks, he referred to Commissioner Bernard
B. Kerik, NYPD; Edward Cardinal Egan, Arch-
bishop of New York; Gov. George E. Pataki of
New York; Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani and
Mayor-elect Michael Bloomberg of New York
City; and Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Leo S. Mackay, Jr.

Statement on the Ministerial
Decision To Admit the People’s
Republic of China and Taiwan Into
the World Trade Organization
November 11, 2001

I welcome the unanimous decisions made
this week by trade ministers meeting in
Doha, Qatar, to admit the People’s Republic
of China and Taiwan into the World Trade
Organization (WTO). I believe that the entry
of China and Taiwan into the WTO will
strengthen the global trading system and ex-
pand world economic growth.

China, with more than 1.2 billion people
and a one trillion dollar annual gross domes-
tic product, is one of the fastest growing
economies in the world. Taiwan is the world’s
16th largest economy. The decision in
Doha—reached following many years of ne-
gotiations—marks a formal agreement by the
142 members of the WTO on the steps that
China and Taiwan must take to open their
markets as WTO members. Taking these
steps will introduce greater competition into
both economies and mean that both follow
the same trade rules as the United States and
other trading partners. This, in turn, will gen-
erate greater trade and investment that will
bring benefits to businesses, consumers, and
workers in all of our economies.

I am confident that China’s entry into the
WTO will bring other benefits to China be-
yond the expected economic benefits. WTO
membership, for example, will require China
to strengthen the rule of law and introduce
certain civil reforms, such as the publication
of rules. In the long run, an open, rules-based
Chinese economy will be an important un-
derpinning for Chinese democratic reforms.

China and Taiwan now face the challenge
of implementing their WTO commitments.
The United States stands ready to work con-

structively with both economies to assist
them in meeting the challenges of implemen-
tation. We also look forward to the great ben-
efits we know that greater trade will bring
to all our peoples.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Former President Nelson Mandela of
South Africa

November 12, 2001

President Bush. It’s been my honor to
welcome a man whose name symbolizes free-
dom and courage, to the Oval Office. Presi-
dent Mandela is going to say a few words,
and I will say some after he finishes.

Welcome.
President Mandela. Well, firstly, I would

like to express my deepest sympathies for the
crash that took place today. And it’s unfortu-
nate that that would happen at this time,
when the United States lost so many people
on the 11th of September. But I know that
you have quite a strong leader, and the peo-
ple of the United States of America can face
disaster, and I’m sure that they will overcome
this unfortunate incident.

I also want to say that one of the reasons
for coming here is to be able to express my
support for the President for his action in
Afghanistan. The United States of America
lost 5,000 people—innocent people—and it
is quite correct for the President to ensure
that the terrorists, those masterminds as well
as those who have executed the action and
survived, are to be punished heavily.

And it would be disastrous if the President
gave in to the call that the Army must now
withdraw, before he has actually flushed out
the terrorists. That would be disaster. They
will claim that they have defeated the United
States of America, and they will continue
doing the same thing. So I support him to
continue until those terrorists have been
tracked down.

President Bush. Mr. President, you don’t
have to worry about me. We are going to
bring them to justice. And I want to thank
you for your support. I also want to thank
you for your wisdom and your leadership in
Burundi. You made a huge difference.
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